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Of a Gel P amphlet, 
Entituled , 
The Common Prayer-Book UN- 
MASKED. 


' Onſidering thoſe as 5-4 
5 W\ ſtirs and Controverſies, which 
2 arcſtill amongſt us, and how 
> / little good has beendone by 
MAY) any of our Diſputes , thoſe 
#[* men (moſt of them) who 
WPReFEg have been ſo long Deceiv'd 
ail perf iſtins i in : the ſame Errors, which have been 


-— {0 


many Popular 


M1 inions, - 

his, That Is Uſe of the Common 

awful (forſoorh ) and Superſtitious, 

are not aomar more Brrefly , and more Clearly; 

That thoſe men who are moſt Buſted in Secular 
Aﬀaits, may finde Leiſure enough to Read or Hear 


Y 


chat ws "kong and. A ah like | <a > 
h &-in this Nation, ) So. thoſe Exprefſiongs © 
apt to Gude thew: into the way of Truth, 
which are moſt Suitable to their Uf ' Nations > 

or Common Apprehenſions of thoſe plain and 
unqueſtionable Truths ( or Propoſitions ) from | 
vhich, we may if 7 thoſe CanelBſtens, which we * 
endeavorto. Demonſtrate unto them, Some Exe 
peiicnce-of the Truth of : this Conception T have 
tound-already. by thoſe endeavors , which it has ' 
prompred-me unto: And Ldoubr not, but by His 
Strength, In Whom, and: For Whom only I 
defixe. to Ad#-in what ever I undertake, 1 ſhall 
in.time do ſuch things upon the ſame Principle , 


| that if Tſhould exprels them, irwould bechoughr 
to 
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ro ſavor of that which, if. my own heart do nor) 
or, viz, Fain Glory, or 


Scarn of Ot 


Oftentation, I know very well how far I do, and 
bly 1ncur the Malice of ſome, and the 
hers: But I need not be Troubled for 


the Cexfures which I Suffer.aheady, or be Aﬀraid 
of thoſe, which I may expe, ith, as for my 


Dorngs , I DareSubmit my {elf to the Judgment 
of my Lawful Superiors upon Earth ; and for my 
Intentions to the Judgment of the GOD of 
Heaven, 


And now, Reader, having premis'd This, I 
ſhall boldly tell thee, that having Conſider'd the 
Uietulneſs of Forms of Prayer in the Publick 
Worthip of God, and particularly of that Form 
which wecall the Common Prayer: The thoughts 
E gather'd in the Contemplacion of. the Excellency 
of that Book fiil'd my foul wit Tadignation 
againſt that Seditzow Opinion, which has made 
ſome, who have ſo highly pretended both to 
Piety and Learning, to endeavor the utter aboliſh-- 


ing of it: Hereupon I relolv'd to do what I could” 


to finde our the Principal and Zeadi/ze Arguments 
that have Captivated the Undait:nding of to. 
many, and brought them into this Wicked Opi- 
nion, That the Uſe of the Common Prayer is L c- 


lawful and Sinful, which has bred ſo much Miſchief 


inthis Church and State, that my Heart bleeds tg 
thinkon't : Having no ſmall Confidence, that if 
E could findeout thoſe Argumznts ſo much 74s- 


lisd. 
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liz'd by the People I ſhould deal with them, as 
1 have heard, thata Miniſter that went to convert 
indians , once dealt with their 7dols; I ſhould 


Bring them forth before the People and Break them 
in pieces, Inthepurſuit of this Deltgn,I wroteto 
Mr. HHGHES of Plimouth, and Mr, FORD 
of Exeter, and not receiving Satisfaction from 
them, I reſoly'd to peruſe the next Book that 


ſhould come to my hands, Pen'd upon a deſign ro 


prove that the Common Prayer is Unlawtul: And 
lately there was brought to my Sight a Book, en- 
tituled, The Common-Prayer Book Unmasked, Pub- 
liſhed (as 'tis ſaid) by divers Miniſters of Gods Word, 
with this Motto in the Title Page, Fohn 4. 24. 


| God is a Spirit, and they that worſhip him, muſt 


worſhip him in ſpirit, and in truth, I thought here 
I ſhould finde ſomething /ke Reaſon contrary to 
this Poſition , That we may worſhip God in ſpirit 
and in truth , \in the uſe of that Form of Prayer , 
which we call the Common Prayer ; which Afer- 
tion I undertake to maintain againſt whatever can 
be produc'd to contradict it by any of thoſe they 
call Presbyterians, or Independents, or Anabaptiſts, 
or Quakers, rc, In the Book ſpeak of, I found 
ſo little evenof the Appearance of Reaſon, to de- 
clare (what the Authors pretend to Co) the Un- 
lawfulneſs and Sinfulneſs of the Common Prayer, 
that having read a little of it, and finding it fo 
notoriouſly weak, Ididalmoſt 1dolve to Slight ir, 
as a Y iper that hadloſt its St7xg + bur, conſidering 
how aptthe Common People cre role7 co the [ub- 


[tance 


WD CE, . 
fance of Truth, catching at ſuch Shadows of it, as 
may Appear to ſome in thereading of this Vain, 
Empty Book : Ithought with my {elf,chat chongh 
it were not neceſſary to give a pun&ual Ayſwer to 
ſo Frivolous a Treatiſe, yet it could not beloſt 
labor to ſay ſomething of ir, to prevent che Mit- 
chief it might do upon {ome perſons of weak 
Underſtanding : That which I thall fay of it is 
this ; The Principal Argument by which the Au- 
thors endeavor to prove, that The Common 
Prayer is Unlawful, is this, That (forfoorh) *r:s. 
wholly taken out of the Maſs- Book. Whether it be, 
or not, I cannot tell, tor Ineverread the Maſ*- 
- Book ;, but this I know that 'tis very Improba- 
ble that any Confiderins Perſon, who Lowes 
the Lord Feſus Chriſt in ſincerity, and has read 
the Writings of Him, whom they call F A- 
THER BAKER, ſetforthbySERENUS 
CRESSY, under the Title of SANCTA 
SOPHIA, and the writings of THOM AS 
OF KEMPS, andſuchlike Papifts, can poſh- 
bly deny, but that he has a full and ſtedfaſt hope 
that very many Papiſts , even in a great part of 
their Publick Service , Worſhip God in ſpirit and 
in truth: And therefore I boldly ſay, that this 
ſaying of the Authors of this Pamphler, 7he 
Papiſts liking” of the Service Book, makes it plainly 
appear, how little God likes it , for if it were pleaſing 
to God, it would never pleaſe the Papifts; is ar belt 
a Notorious Falſhood, if not an Abominable Lye, 
Which inbrief, I prove thus , Many Papiſts ar 
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y {open oct eot the Churc! 
Zngletd I ſhox wcbem toihew me what | 
particular Article of that Do&trine iy COnceive 


to be any way Difagreeable to the Uſe of Our 
Liturgy, 

Good Reader. ſeriouſly conlider (as in the Pre- 
ſence of the God of Truth, to whom thou ſhalc 
give an account of all thy Opinions) whether or 
no, to ſay that the Common Prayer cannot pleaſe 
God, becaule it pleaſes ſome that are guilty 
ſome groſs Errors, as Papiſts, &c, be not to tar 
Diſtant from any thing of Trurh , chat we may 
Fear that theſe who uſe fuck vain, frivolous 
ents tO maintain theis Seditions Op 1100s » CQ 
mfſclves Believewhar they Write. - Sith 
rhar great :fteemwhich t pſe.that have ſo fiercel 
ppos'd the Common Prayer have had 
the vulgar, 2s the only Godly men, has been a 
ſtrong Motive to many 6: the molt ſimple andig- 
norant of thoſe- that are truly. Pros, to incline 
ſame Error, Thar: thou. mailt a: 
is Snare, and not think. 41]. Gold. that: G1, 


FL 
call themſelves. $9 (though. I. hewr 
f thoſe who: have heretofore. 


tons | >erſon, Por Gractous 
: [ | ik HUfTErCr that Glorious Mar- 
E- tyr: Bn ra CHARACTER, ſo 
| plainly ſer forth in His own Writings ſhall cer- 
x rainly Shine to All Poſterity, ro Diſcover His. 
nnocency and Integrity, and Spiritual Beauty, and 
the Foulnefi of their horrid Crime, who Rebel"d 
againſt Him, I ſhall ſay no more at preſent to 
commend unto thee the Common Prayer, then 
onely to entreat thee to Read the Writings of 
CHARLES the Firſt, and Obſerve the 47+ 
ons f CHARLES theSecond : The Mighty 
Patrons of that Excellent Book, Each has 
of the Bookwhich was written by the Firſt of theſe 
_ Glonious Monarchs,. ma . be term'd His | 
Encominm :' And, as for the Second, whoſoever , Gat | 
lerſtands Fertue , "and Him (eſpecially theft m © {| 
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_ read His late Declaration — Ecclefi--[j |} 

aſtical Aﬀairs) can hardly Speak a Word of Him, } ' |; 

but he muſt needs Seem to Flatter. — IJ 
| Reader, Farewel: Andif thou att ever engaged | 


in any wr te a 3 Pray unto God that. thou : | 

may'ſt be able to ſay from thy heart, however thy Pp 

Adverſaries deal with thee, ( as, j truſt; I ſhall. 

ever be ( through the continual Help of the 

God of PEACE) Glory be to GOÞD 
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